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        New Market, MD asked        
            2 months ago
        
                    in
            Internet Law, Copyright, Business Formation and Intellectual Property                            for Maryland
            


            
            Q: Can I use free Canva elements/graphics on logos, pdfs, blog posts, social media accounts, and other course materials?

                            
        
            
            
            
                The Canva terms of service are a bit confusing. My understanding is that if I have the free Canva plan and use only free Canva elements, I can essentially use the pictures/designs for anything I want besides selling them directly (in the context of trying to compete with Canva). I am starting an online content business and am simply looking to incorporate these Canva graphics into my logos, marketing materials, online courses, etc. Some of these items will be paid for, but I would be selling these graphics only so far as they were incorporated into other items (I would never sell the Canva graphics on a standalone basis, which I believe is the only restricted activity). I was hoping to get confirmation that this understanding was correct.
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												A:
						Your understanding of Canva's terms of service is largely on track, but there are nuances to consider. With a free Canva plan, you can use the free elements in your projects, including logos, PDFs, blog posts, social media, and course materials. This is generally acceptable as long as you're not selling the graphics directly in competition with Canva. 

When it comes to incorporating these graphics into items that you will sell, like online courses or marketing materials, the key is that the Canva graphics are not the primary value of the sold items. In other words, they should be part of a larger, original work rather than the main focus. 

Be cautious with logos, though. While you can use Canva elements to create a logo, the non-exclusive nature of these elements means that other people could use the same elements, potentially leading to confusion. For a unique brand identity, a custom design might be more suitable. 

It's always wise to revisit the terms of service periodically, as they can change. And if you're in doubt about specific uses, reaching out to Canva's support team for clarification can help ensure you're in compliance with their policies. 

In summary, your approach seems compliant with Canva's terms for the most part, but exercise caution with logos and ensure that the Canva graphics are not the sole or primary value in the items you plan to sell.
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		Justia Ask a Lawyer is a forum for consumers to get answers to basic legal questions. Any information sent through Justia Ask a Lawyer is not secure and is done so on a non-confidential basis only.
	

	
		The use of this website to ask questions or receive answers does not create an attorney–client relationship between you and Justia, or between you and any attorney who receives your information or responds to your questions, nor is it intended to create such a relationship. Additionally, no responses on this forum constitute legal advice, which must be tailored to the specific circumstances of each case. You should not act upon information provided in Justia Ask a Lawyer without seeking professional counsel from an attorney admitted or authorized to practice in your jurisdiction. Justia assumes no responsibility to any person who relies on information contained on or received through this site and disclaims all liability in respect to such information.
	

	
		Justia cannot guarantee that the information on this website (including any legal information provided by an attorney through this service) is accurate, complete, or up-to-date. While we intend to make every attempt to keep the information on this site current, the owners of and contributors to this site make no claims, promises or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of the information contained in or linked to from this site.
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